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Upcoming Events:
Week 5
- Year 12 Assessment Free
Mon 26 Feb 2018

Year 7 Retreat

Wed 28 Feb 2018
Triathlon Championships (individual)

Thu 1 Mar 2018
Triathlon Championships (Teams)
PDSSSC Season 1 Round 3

Week 6

- Catholic Schools Week 4 - 10 March
- Year 6 Visits

- School Dental Clinic 57 9 March

H

Mon 5 Mar 2018
NSWCCC Girls Cricket
NSWCCC Tennis

Wed 7 Mar 2018
Year 12 Assessment Period from
77 16 March
Year 7 vaccinations: Visit 1
(Year 8 catch up vaccinations)

Thu 8 Mar 2018
PDSSSC Season 1 Round 4
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Education is a journey

There is a story about a group of martial arts students who have finally
achieved the peak of their ambitibthe Black Belt. After many years

of discipline, training and striving, they at last kneel before their master to
receive their reward.
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The next year, after months of hard work, the students kneel again before
t hei r Whaastt eirs. tfhe tr ue nheasksitheng of

The students reply, it is the highest honour in martial Hristhe sign
that we have achieved the highest goal.
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The students go away for a further year of effdfhen they return one
year | ater, once again they hear t
meaning of the Black Belt?0

This time the students reply,
joumey. It marks the beginning=rom now on, we begin a nexamding
effort for higher and higher standards, to learn all we can about our
di scipline, to become masters
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All change leads to new beginningsll achievement opens up
opportunities for even greater achievemeBucation is change and
growth. The more we learn the more we understand we need to
learn. The raceo perfection has no finish line.
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School Fees

The Catholic EducatioDiocese of Parramat (CEDPhas advised me this week that there have been a
number of problems with the issuing of our Term One School Fee accounts, these problems resulted in the
incorrect payment code pom our School fee nates ansur Year 10 accountseingoverchargedn

some instances I$800for anexcursion that wasever taking place at the College.

Please be advised that CEDP wilissue the corrected accounts by the end of February.

| havecut and pasted a section of the email sent to me yesterday from CEDP notifying me of the
problems.

Issue 1: Incorrect Biller Code in some schools

Due to a technical glitch, the Bi?Biller Code at the foot of the statement for 35 schools is incorrect. In
each of these cases, the code has ltlefiio Mother Teresa Westmead.

Solution: Parents will be able to make a payment using the code that is on their statement. The funds will
be received by CBP and allocated to the correct family account despite their bank showing Mother
Teresa as the payee. Staff in schools who have responsibility for schools fees have been informed and
advised to place a note in their newsletters or websitiesh& correct code.

CEDP will re-issue the corrected statements. This will happen by end of February. Reminder dates will be
adjusted accordingly-his matter only impacts BPay paymether payment methogeg cheque,
credit/debit card, Aust Post Riy and FPP arrangemerdse unaffected.

NAPLAN 2018 ®
Yesterdaythe NSW Education Standards Authorl§ESA) announced J
that the NAPLAN tests will no longer be tied to the minimum standai #
for students to receive the HSC. This will mean that our Ysa@nts b~
from this year onwards will complete the NAPLAN battery of tests ag™

and Numeracy.

Our current Year Students will then sit for an dime battery of 4
Literacy and Numeracy testsYiear 10, or Year 11 or Year 12. These
tests will be tied to the minimum standard for a student to receive th
HSC credentialArrangements for our Year 10 students arexatained
at the Information Night lasWednesday ZiFebruary2018.

All information regarding these changes arehenGollege website.

College Driveway S Kiss and Drop Zone

[ : turn right
The driveway to the College was completed last week with only a fefieg ™ 9" [l
minor works still remaining in the #&stablishment of gardens and so Continue to the turning circle

of the drains. Could | remind parents that the Kiss and Drop area to /:archway

right hand side of the driveway enables cars to not get caught in the
stream of traffic around the turning ¢&cPlease see the graphic. (right)




Student Leave / Exemption from Att endance at School

For all leave oveb days and for exemption from the College (for sport/dance/performisg ar

please completthe appropriate leave forms which are available for download from our College
website fittp://www.stcolumbasspringwood.catholic.edu.au/en/Community/Sétoi@s) or from

Student Services. For leave un8etays, a letteof explanation outlining why this leave is

essential must be provided. All leave and exemption letters must be addressed to the Principal. All
details regarding the new legislation on Attendance is available on the College website.

May God bless you alays,

Mr Paul Ryan
Principal

14 February 2018
Ash Wednesday

Dear brothers and sisters in ministry,

Earlier this week, Fairfax Media ran a series of articles on the alleged wealth of the Catholic Church in
Australia and the way it deals with survivors of abuse. These articles appear to be part of a relentless
campaign with similar articles likely to be published in the future.

Though these articles are mostly concerned with the financial position of the Archdioceses of Sydney and
Melbourne, it is a timely reminder for us to look at what the Diocese of Parramatta is doing in the area of
providing justice to survivors of abuse.

As the articles highlight, in the light of the extent of the abuse in the Church and its handling by some
Church leaders, it is reasonable for people to have lost trust in the Church. As the Diocese of Parramatta,
we need to rebuild this trust. It is incumbent upon us to rebuild a broken Church.

In the Diocese of Parramatta, we are constantly looking at ways to enact and demonstrate accountability
and transparency in the responsible administration of the resources of the Church, despite the media
reports.

In the Diocese of Parramatta, our commitment to survivors of abuse comes first. We take this
commitment very seriously. We have honoured most claims of abuse brought forward from survivors and
we are in the process of finalising other claims. We also have arrangements in place to meet the financial
obligations to survivors of abuse.

Any suggestion that we would not honour financial commitments to a survivor of abuse to “protect” our
financial assets is wrong and misleading.

It is important to note that the Catholic Church in Australia was the first organisation to commit to a
National Redress Scheme. We remain fully supportive of this endeavour.

What needs to be clear is that “Church property”, usually acquired through the generous donations and
volunteer work of generations of Catholics, cannot simply be compared to a normal commercial building.
Church property usually belongs to an individual parish or is held in trust. Comparing a commercial
building to a Church property is not the same thing and would be like comparing apples to oranges.

As Bishop of Parramatta, | reiterate my pledge to work towards having the best systems in place to protect
children from harm in the future when they engage in ministry of the Diocese of Parramatta.

My offer to meet with every survivor of abuse in this Diocese is ongoing and | will continue my work in this
area.

The Diocese of Parramatta remains committed to responding to survivors of abuse with justice,
compassion, integrity, care and professionalism.

Yours sincerely in Christ,

IR e ¢

Most Reverend Vincent Long Van Nguyen OFM Conv DD STL

Bishop of Parramatta
W
Level 2, 12 Victoria Rd, Parramatta NSW 2150 | PO Box 3066, North Parramatta, NSW 1750
T:02 88383400 F: 0296304813 E: bishop@parra.catholic.org.au W: www.parracatholic.org



http://www.stcolumbasspringwood.catholic.edu.au/en/Community/School-Notes

From the Assistant Principal s

A Ame R L Road Safety
At St Columbadés Catholic
that aroad safety policy provides a framework of
common understanding for students, staff,
N parents/carers and the community who interact
RN eeey-  with the College to provide a safe environment.

b \ ARG A N « -
Road Safety Our Catholic College is founded on the person of

Jesus Christ and is commit® educate in
Gospel valuesespecially in hope, love, justice and care for others in the community.

Road crashes are a major cause of the accidental death of young children and adolescents in New South
Wales. This policy is designed to ensurettealth, safety and welfare of our students who use the services
and facilities of this College. We do this by assessing the risks in the road environment around our
College, developing practical College management procedures and ensuring that curritailimypte

all road safety issues is taught to our students.

Factors that may impact on the safety of staff and students on site include:

Traffic flow on school driveway

Traffic in staff car park, student car park and turning circle
Presence of buses inisbay

Amount of students waiting in bimy

Staff supervision allocation in bdmay

Condition of roads and footpaths on site

Presence of pedestrian crossings

Aims/Goals

E

At St Columbads Catholic Coll ege we ai m:

1 To provide a quality road safety educatipolicy that develops responsible road use,
attitudes and behaviours.

1 To provide management procedures that aim to maximise student safety and the wellbeing,
health, and safety of all.

1 To encourage the education of road safety issues in the wider Colleg@uody,
e.g. Parents/carers, staff and visitors.

1 To empower children and young people to be safe road users.

With this in mind, all senior student drivers (Years 11 and 12), are to suBtadent Driver
Agreementform as well as thBarent / CaregiverPermission for Student to Drive to Schoahnd
Permission Note for Student Drivers Notes are available in the Pigeon holes next to Homeroom boxes
or from Student ServicegAny passengers need to compleftaent Passenger Permissianoteand

get a pareticaregivero sign it.

This year, we are also asking Bicycle Riders to compBteyale Riders Agreementand get it signed

by a parent/caregiver. Students must correctly wear a Standards Australia approved bicycle helmet at all
times when in control & bicycleand bring a chain to school to lock their bike up in the racks provided
Miss Carol Muscat

& Mr Ross Gawthorne
Assistant Principal s
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The School Dentist

Brought to you by Future Care Mobile Dental Services

The School Dentist will be visiting
ST COLUMBA'’S CATHOLIC
COLLEGE
during the week commencing
5" — 9" March 2018

Our innovative mobile dental service | ’
was created to meet the needs of the = F Ve
fast paced/time poor lifestyles of pd. # ¥

many parents. We are changing the W @ .
game by bringing our dental team and = / “
equipment to ST COLUMBA'’S o .
CATHOLIC COLLEGE to provide X &‘

our onsite dental services to students. A . N A

Service snapshot:

A ot - Children from families eligible for
g \ Family Tax Benefit A may be
» 3 ol eligible for up to $1000 of free
X\ Ed

V dental over a 2-calendar year

period.

Not eligible for Family Tax Benefit A? Your child can be
seen in the clinic for an examination/clean/scale/fluoride at
the heavily discounted price of $99

www.fcmdental.com.au | admin@fcmdental.com.au
ABN 27 607 610 873 | 9723 0333 | 46/85-115 Alfred Rd, Chipping Norton NSW 2170

Please return the permissislip sent hora with your child if you wold like to utilisethis sevice.
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From the Office

School Fees

2018 School Fee Statements for our College have been incossetd with Mother Teresa's Biller
Code 636068.

The correctBiller Code is: 535021.

The school fee statements &illing Period1, 2018 has now been rolled authe due date for payment
is on or beforaVedneslay 21stMarch 20B. If you have not receivegour statement biylonday 26"
February please contact me on 4754 8902 torayesfor a copy to be sent home.

N.B. If you were on a payment arrangement for 204 (except Flexible Payment Plan) it is
important that you contact me when you receive youBilling Period 1 statement so that | am
aware of your intentions for 20B.

Please be advised that unless alternative arrangements have been made regarding the payment of yoL
account it will be assumed that full payment will be made on or before tluatud-ees are payable in
accordance with the Diocesan School Fees Pol i«
days of the date the school account statement
Catholic Education Offie for actioning.

If you need to discuss any issues regarding the school fees, please contact me by phone on 4754 8902 a
by emailrvion@parra.catholic.edu.au

Ms Roselee Vion
Senior Finance Officer
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