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Upcoming Events: 
Week 5 
- Year 12 Assessment Free 
Mon 26 Feb 2018 

¶ Year 7 Retreat 
 
Wed 28 Feb 2018 

¶ Triathlon Championships (individual) 
 
Thu 1 Mar 2018 

¶ Triathlon Championships (Teams) 

¶ PDSSSC Season 1 Round 3 
 
Week 6 
- Catholic Schools Week 4 - 10 March 
- Year 6 Visits 
- School Dental Clinic 5 ï 9 March 
 
 
Mon 5 Mar 2018 

¶ NSWCCC Girls Cricket  

¶ NSWCCC Tennis 
 
Wed 7 Mar 2018 

¶ Year 12 Assessment Period from 
7 ï 16 March 

¶ Year 7 vaccinations: Visit 1  
(Year 8 catch up vaccinations) 

 
Thu 8 Mar 2018 

¶ PDSSSC Season 1 Round 4 

 

Dear members of the St Columbaõs community 
Education is a journey  

There is a story about a group of martial arts students who have finally 

achieved the peak of their ambition ï the Black Belt.  After many years 

of discipline, training and striving, they at last kneel before their master to 

receive their reward. 

But first the master says that he has one more test for them to pass. ñTell 

me, what is the true meaning of the Black Belt?ò 

The students quickly reply, it is the end of our journey.  It is the reward 

for all our years of hard work. 

The master pauses.  ñYou are not ready for the Black Belt.  Return again 

in one year.ò 

The next year, after months of hard work, the students kneel again before 

their master. ñWhat is the true meaning of the Black Belt?ò he asks them. 

The students reply, it is the highest honour in martial arts.  It is the sign 

that we have achieved the highest goal. 

The master pauses. ñAlas, you are not ready for the Black Belt.  Return in 

one year.ò 

The students go away for a further year of effort.  When they return one 

year later, once again they hear their masterôs question. ñWhat is the true 

meaning of the Black Belt?ò 

This time the students reply, ñthe Black Belt is not the end of our 

journey.  It marks the beginning.  From now on, we begin a never-ending 

effort for higher and higher standards, to learn all we can about our 

discipline, to become masters of our art.ò 

The master pauses.  ñThat is the answer I was seeking.  You are now 

ready to receive the Black Belt and begin your work.ò 

All change leads to new beginnings.  All achievement opens up 

opportunities for even greater achievements.  Education is change and 

growth.  The more we learn the more we understand we need to 

learn.  The race to perfection has no finish line. 
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School Fees  

The Catholic Education Diocese of Parramatta (CEDP) has advised me this week that there have been a 

number of problems with the issuing of our Term One School Fee accounts, these problems resulted in the 

incorrect payment code put on our School fee notices and our Year 10 accounts being over charged in 

some instances by $300 for an excursion that was never taking place at the College. 

Please be advised that CEDP will re-issue the corrected accounts by the end of February.  

I have cut and pasted a section of the email sent to me yesterday from CEDP notifying me of the 

problems. 

Issue 1: Incorrect Biller Code in some schools 

Due to a technical glitch, the BPay Biller Code at the foot of the statement for 35 schools is incorrect. In 

each of these cases, the code has defaulted to Mother Teresa Westmead. 

Solution: Parents will be able to make a payment using the code that is on their statement. The funds will 

be received by CEDP and allocated to the correct family account despite their bank showing Mother 

Teresa as the payee. Staff in schools who have responsibility for schools fees have been informed and 

advised to place a note in their newsletters or websites with the correct code.  

CEDP will re-issue the corrected statements. This will happen by end of February. Reminder dates will be 

adjusted accordingly. This matter only impacts BPay payments. Other payment methods (eg cheque, 

credit/debit card, Aust Post Billpay and FPP arrangements) are unaffected.   

 

NAPLAN 2018 

Yesterday the NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) announced 

that the NAPLAN tests will no longer be tied to the minimum standard 

for students to receive the HSC.  This will mean that our Year 9 students 

from this year onwards will complete the NAPLAN battery of tests as 

usual in Term 2 and these tests will be used as a diagnostic tool for 

schools to ensure that all students have an appropriate level of Literacy 

and Numeracy.  

Our current Year 9 students will then sit for an on-line battery of 

Literacy and Numeracy tests in Year 10, or Year 11 or Year 12. These 

tests will be tied to the minimum standard for a student to receive the 

HSC credential. Arrangements for our Year 10 students are as explained 

at the Information Night last Wednesday 21
st
 February, 2018. 

All information regarding these changes are on the College website. 

 

College Driveway  

The driveway to the College was completed last week with only a few 

minor works still remaining in the re-establishment of gardens and some 

of the drains. Could I remind parents that the Kiss and Drop area to the 

right hand side of the driveway enables cars to not get caught in the 

stream of traffic around the turning circle. Please see the graphic. (right) 

  

Continue to the turning circle 

/ archway 

Kiss and Drop Zone  

(turn right) 
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Student Leave / Exemption from Att endance at School  

For all leave over 5 days and for exemption from the College (for sport/dance/performing arts) 

please complete the appropriate leave forms which are available for download from our College 

website (http://www.stcolumbasspringwood.catholic.edu.au/en/Community/School-Notes ) or from 

Student Services.  For leave under 5 days, a letter of explanation outlining why this leave is 

essential must be provided.  All leave and exemption letters must be addressed to the Principal.  All 

details regarding the new legislation on Attendance is available on the College website. 

May God bless you always, 

Mr Paul Ryan  

Principal  
  

http://www.stcolumbasspringwood.catholic.edu.au/en/Community/School-Notes
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From the Assistant Principal s 
Road Safety  

At St Columbaôs Catholic College we believe 

that a road safety policy provides a framework of 

common understanding for students, staff, 

parents/carers and the community who interact 

with the College to provide a safe environment. 

Our Catholic College is founded on the person of 

Jesus Christ and is committed to educate in 

Gospel values - especially in hope, love, justice and care for others in the community. 

Road crashes are a major cause of the accidental death of young children and adolescents in New South 

Wales. This policy is designed to ensure the health, safety and welfare of our students who use the services 

and facilities of this College. We do this by assessing the risks in the road environment around our 

College, developing practical College management procedures and ensuring that curriculum pertaining to 

all road safety issues is taught to our students. 

Factors that may impact on the safety of staff and students on site include: 

¶ Traffic flow on school driveway 

¶ Traffic in staff car park, student car park and turning circle 

¶ Presence of buses in bus-bay 

¶ Amount of students waiting in bus-bay 

¶ Staff supervision allocation in bus-bay 

¶ Condition of roads and footpaths on site 

¶ Presence of pedestrian crossings   

Aims/Goals 

At St Columbaôs Catholic College we aim: 

¶ To provide a quality road safety education policy that develops responsible road use, 

attitudes and behaviours. 

¶ To provide management procedures that aim to maximise student safety and the wellbeing, 

health, and safety of all. 

¶ To encourage the education of road safety issues in the wider College community, 

e.g. Parents/carers, staff and visitors.  

¶ To empower children and young people to be safe road users. 

With this in mind, all senior student drivers (Years 11 and 12), are to submit a Student Driver 

Agreement form as well as the Parent / Caregiver Permission for Student to Drive to School and 

Permission Note for Student Drivers. Notes are available in the Pigeon holes next to Homeroom boxes 

or from Student Services.  Any passengers need to complete a Student Passenger Permission note and 

get a parent/caregiver to sign it. 

This year, we are also asking Bicycle Riders to complete a Bicycle Riders Agreement and get it signed 

by a parent/caregiver. Students must correctly wear a Standards Australia approved bicycle helmet at all 

times when in control of a bicycle and bring a chain to school to lock their bike up in the racks provided. 

Miss Carol Muscat  

& Mr Ross Gawthorne  

Assistant Principal s 
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Please return the permission slip sent home with your child if you would like to utilise this service. 
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From the Office  
School Fees  

2018 School Fee Statements for our College have been incorrectly issued with Mother Teresa's Biller 

Code 636068.  

The correct Biller Code is: 535021.  

The school fee statements for Billing Period 1, 2018 has now been rolled out. The due date for payment 

is on or before Wednesday 21st March 2018. If you have not received your statement by Monday 26
th
 

February, please contact me on 4754 8902 to arrange for a copy to be sent home. 

N.B. If you were on a payment arrangement for 2017 (except Flexible Payment Plan) it is 

important that you contact me when you receive your Billing Period 1 statement so that I am 

aware of your intentions for 2018.   

Please be advised that unless alternative arrangements have been made regarding the payment of your 

account it will be assumed that full payment will be made on or before the due date. Fees are payable in 

accordance with the Diocesan School Fees Policy which states ñall fees are due and payable within 30 

days of the date the school account statement is issuedò.  Outstanding accounts will be forwarded to the 

Catholic Education Office for actioning. 

If you need to discuss any issues regarding the school fees, please contact me by phone on 4754 8902 or 

by email rvion@parra.catholic.edu.au 

Ms Roselee Vion  

Senior Finance Officer  

 
 
  

mailto:rvion@parra.catholic.edu.au

