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Upcoming Events: 

 
Term 4 
Week 5 
Mon 6 Nov 2017 

¶ HSC Exams 
 
Tue 7 Nov 2017 

¶ PASS Assessment @ Springwood Aquatic 
and Fitness Centre 

 
Wed 8 Nov 2017 

¶ Year 7 Step Up Program 

¶ 5pm Year 7, 2018 Parent /Student 
Welcome Meeting @ STA Church 

¶ Yr 11 & Yr 10 Drama Excursion to Belvoir 
Street Theatre 

¶ Year 10 Geography Excursion 10.1, 10.3, 
10.5 

 
Fri 10 Nov 2017 

¶ Year 7, 2018 Orientation Day 
 
Sat 11 Nov 2017 

¶ Remembrance Day 
 
Week 6 
Mon 13 Nov 2017 

¶ Parramatta Diocese Sports Awards 
Evening 

 
Tue 14 Nov 2017 

¶ 11: 30 Year 11 Semester 2 Awards 
Ceremony 

 
Fri 17 Nov 2017 

¶ 18: 30 Year 12 Formal @ Fairmont Resort, 
Leura 

¶ 14: 30 Japanese Film Festival @ Event 
Cinemas, George St  

 

Dear members of the St Columbaõs community 
Orientation Evening for Year 7 2018  

On Wednesday the 8
th

 of November, we will welcome to our 

College the newest members of our College community, our Year 6 

students and their families from our feeder Catholic Schools and 

students and families from our surrounding community schools. Our 

Orientation Evening will begin at 5pm and should conclude no 

later than 6pm at St Thomas Aquinas Parish Church.  

Parents, if you are aware of any family who has still not accepted 

enrolment for their son/daughter for Year 7, 2018.  Please 

encourage them to contact the College Office for an enrolment 

package. 

School Fees  

If any parent or guardian is having difficulty paying school fees 

please contact Mr Chris Carpenter our Business Manager and 

arrange for an interview to discuss this with him. Please be assured 

that you will be treated with absolute dignity and respect at all times. 

Whilst Catholic schools cannot exist without the support of school 

fees, no child will ever be refused an education in any Parramatta 

Diocesan Systemic Catholic school because of financial hardship.  

Nobody should ever forget a good teacher. 

Once upon a time, a powerful King decided to honour the greatest 

person among his subjects. He sent out heralds and messengers to 

every part of his kingdom, to find the heroes of the land. On the 

appointed day, those chosen, assembled in the throne room. 

The wealthiest person in the kingdom was there alongside the best-

selling author. The leading doctor stood with the famous scientist. 

There was a celebrated lawyer who had won many courtroom 

battles. A brilliant musician sat with a gifted artist. The King had 

brought together many men and women of talent, achievement and 

status. 

The King gazed at the glittering assembly of talented and successful 

people and wondered how he could choose the greatest among them. 

Then he noticed a man and woman standing quietly at the back. 

Many people greeted them with respect and affection. 

 óWho are these peopleô? asked the King. óWhy are they hereô? 

óWhat have they doneô? 
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óMy lordô replied his chief minister, óyou have met and spoken with all the greatest people of 

your kingdomô. óThese are their teachersô. 

The King then came down from his throne to honour them, and the assembled crowd burst into 

cheering and applause. 

The King then spoke and a great hush went over the assembled crowd. No matter how great the 

achievements, how great the person, all success begins with learning. Nobody should ever 

forget a good teacher. 

Parents and teachers an important partnership  

The partnership between parents and teachers is expressed in many ways. Some of the most 

basic elements of this important partnership are also the most important for a happy adolescent 

doing well at school. 

¶ Let your adolescent know each day how much you love and value them as unique 

individuals.  

¶ Encourage your adolescent to take responsibility for his or her own learning. 

¶ Talk with respect about their teachers. Deal with any issues involving their teachers in 

private and not in front of your adolescent. 

¶ Place a high value on good manners and respect for others and their property. 

¶ Model and teach time management and organisational skills. Use calendars and planners 

for school and family life. 

¶ Show your love of learning by modelling to them that reading and discovering new 

learning is an exciting adventure for you and not something that only takes place in a 

classroom. Encourage them to go with you to libraries, museums, galleries and other 

places of interest.  

¶ Start each day smoothly and peacefully with kind words, smile and a hug. An adolescent 

leaving a happy home starts the day in a happy state of mind ï the best precondition for 

learning. 

¶ Send your adolescent to school with a nutritious breakfast inside of them ï one that 

includes all the major food groups ï protein, fruit and good carbohydrates. Ensure that 

they have healthy and tasty food for their lunch and that they eat it all, not getting into the 

habit of skipping meals. 

¶ Make sure they get plenty of sleep ï every adolescent needs at least 8 to 9 hours of sleep 

to allow their brains and bodies to grow.  

¶ Use non-aggressive conflict resolution strategies so your adolescent learns by example 

how to deal effectively with their anger and frustration with others. Help them learn to 

forgive and reconcile with others by modelling this at all times. 

¶ Find time every day after school to spend time with your adolescent, hearing about their 

day, listening to what they are saying and paying full attention with no interruptions. 

Thank you for taking the time to read this, the message is simple and uncomplicated, itôs about a 

partnership between teachers and parents with one goal in mind, to ensure that each child is 

given every opportunity to achieve their personal best at all times.  

God bless you always, 

Mr Paul Ryan  

Principal  
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Student News  
Blue Fringe Art Exhibition  

On Saturday Mr David OôDoherty (CAPA Department) attended the opening of the Blue Fringe Art 

Exhibition for mental health.  A number of our Visual Design students exhibited their work there.  

Emma Lowe (Year 9) won an award for her textile.  Congratulations Emma! (Pictured below with 

Trish Doyle, MP) 
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Kayaking success  

The Australian Freestyle Kayak team will compete at the 

2017 ICF Canoe Freestyle World Championships in San 

Juan, Argentina later this month and Luke Carter (Year 

12) will be representing Australia as part of the Menôs 

team. Freestyle kayaking is a white-water discipline, 

where competitors perform technical manoeuvres on 

features in a river. Watching these kayakers you will see 

moves that include flips, cartwheels and other aerial tricks all performed and judged in 45 second 

intervals. There are four categories and Luke will be competing in two: the K1 class and Squirt boat. 

Squirt boating places greater emphasis on smooth control and graceful moves, with most points for this 

category dependent upon how deep and how long the boat can be kept under water. 

The New South Wales team trains weekly at the Penrith Whitewater Stadium with three time World 

Cup Champion Jez Blanchard and UK World Champion Clare OôHara, and were accepted as part of 

the Western Sydney Academy of Sport earlier this year. The team will spend a week training before 

competition starts on the 27th of November and are looking forward to further developing their skills as 

they compete with other teams from around the world.   
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Facebook Posts   

 

  


