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Upcoming Events: 
 
HSC exams 13 Oct to 4 Nov 
 
Week Three 
Mon 24 Oct 2016 
 NSWCCC Downie Cricket (Yr 10-11) 
 
Thu 27 Oct 2016 
 Yr 8 Geography Trivia Day - St Marys 

Memorial Hall 
 Duke of Ed (Ruined Castle, Katoomba) 
 
Fri 28 Oct 2016 
 Duke of Ed (Ruined Castle, Katoomba) 
 Year 11 Reports Sent Out 
 8:10 Yr 11 & 12 Japanese Study 

Session 
 
Sat 29 Oct 2016 
 9am Yr 12, 2016 Legal Studies Study 

Day 
 
Week Four 
Wed 2 Nov 2016 
 8:10 Yr 11 & 12 Japanese Study 

Session 
 
Thu 3 Nov 2016 
 Year 7 2017 Step Up Program 

Dear members of the St Columba’s community 

This is my first time writing to our community from the Principal’s seat, 
and what a great honour it is. 

Mr Ryan returns in Week 5 and Mr Gregory Malone is taking care and 
leading our College as Assistant Principal, whilst I serve you all as 
Principal. 

This week’s Sunday Gospel 
reading was from Lk18:1-8 and the 
lesson was about the persistence of 
the one who prays.  We are called 
to stay in relationship with Jesus, 
believing that God is always with 
us, hears us and responds to our 
prayers. 

Being persistent is staying with 
something long enough so that you 
can break through.  Persistence isn’t nagging; it’s believing things will 
work out, if we just keep trying.  To be persistent, we need a positive 
attitude and confidence in ourselves. 

Thomas Edison (1847 – 1931) invented the long-lasting light globe but 
he made 1200 mistakes trying to make the metal filament glow correctly 
in the globe.  Imagine making that many mistakes and still holding onto 
the belief that you will be successful.  Failure and mistakes are part of our 
success. 

We try to learn from the mistakes we make along the way. We try not to 
repeat them and expect a successful outcome.  As a scientist does, we 
tweak our technique and change the result. 

It is also, super important to surround ourselves with people who have a 
positive attitude to learning.  Good friends are honest, accept who you 
are, share your passions and interests, listen to you and, most importantly, 
stick by you if you’re having a bad day or have made a mistake. 

I hope Term 4 is a great, happy and successful ten weeks for everyone.  I 
look forward to hearing from our students and parents about how being 
persistent has pushed you further in learning. 

God Bless and take care of one another, 

Mrs Peta Sparkes 
Acting Principal 
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School Fees 
Please be advised that unless alternative arrangements have been made with the Principal, the Business 
Manager or me, 2016 fees are now overdue.  

If you are having difficulties with the payment of your school fees, I encourage you to contact me to 
discuss payment options. The Catholic Education Office is committed to supporting families 
experiencing genuine financial hardship. 

The School Fee Collection process has commenced on outstanding accounts without prior 
arrangements in place. 

School fees can be paid by Bpay, Postbillpay, Direct Debit, cash, EFTPOS or cheque. 

Ms Roselee Vion 
Senior Finance Officer 

 
Year 7, 2017 Orientation Program 
The Year 7, 2017 orientation program will involve two visits. The scheduled dates for these visits are: 

1.  Wednesday 9th November 5.00pm-6.30pm: Welcome Meeting for parents and 
students. 
This will be held at St Thomas Aquinas Church, 168 Hawkesbury Road, Springwood.  Parking 
will be available in the Church car park and on College Drive. 

 Parents will be addressed by the College Principal. 

 Parents will be given a package with additional forms students will require for commencement 
in 2017. 

 These forms are to be completed and handed back to the College on Orientation Day, Friday 
11th November. 

2.  Friday 11th November 9.00am-2.15pm: Orientation Day for students only. 
 Parents to provide transport to and from the College. Students will meet in the school 

quadrangle and be assigned a group. 

 Parents may visit the Uniform Shop between 8.00am and 11.00am for collection of uniform 
(provided that the uniforms have been ordered and paid for in full). 

 Orientation session to commence at 9.00am sharp. 

 Students to wear their primary school uniform. 

 Students to bring their own morning tea. A sausage sizzle will be provided for lunch. 

 Students –mini high school lessons / information sessions by teachers and students on 
preparing for high school. The day will conclude at 2.15pm for students. Parents are asked to be 
punctual in collecting their child at 2.15pm in the archway. 

As you can appreciate, the time for your child to spend participating in the orientation lessons is 
extremely valuable. Therefore, your child will not be available for uniform fittings during this time. 

Mrs Sandra O’Brien 
Enrolment Secretary  
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Mr Craig King 
School Counsellor  
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St Finbar’s Caring for Carers Concert 
On Tuesday 18th October, four  
St Columba's music students had 
the opportunity to perform at  
St Finbar's Parish at a 'Caring for 
Carers' event. Simone Cooper 
(Year 10), Mekdes Taylor (Year 
9), James Parbery (Year 9) and 
Bella Moore (Year 7) were joined 
by several other students of the  
St Finbar's parish to present a 
concert for a local group of people 
who are responsible for care of 
loved ones or disadvantaged 
members of the wider community. 
The students prepared and 
performed an engaging, varied 
musical program of impressive 
caliber, including piano, violin 
and voice. In this National Carers 
Week, the carers present 
thoroughly enjoyed the performance and deeply appreciated the students' time and dedication. 

Thank you to Mr Cayas and Mrs Whybrow for organising the event, Mr Cayas for performing on the 
cello on the day and Mr Gawthorne for transporting the students to and from the venue. Many thanks 
also to the parish of St Finbar's for hosting the event. 

Simone Cooper (Year 10) 
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Off to world archery championships in Wagga 
Ilsa Cunningham 
~ Blue Mountains Gazette 26 Sep 2016, 1:34 p.m. 

Sharp shots: Jessie-Rose Walklate-Cooke with brother Jye Cooke. 

Coached by bronze-medal winning Rio Paralympian Jonathon Milne, Winmalee archers Jessie-
Rose Walklate-Cooke and Jye Cooke are hoping to be sharp shots at the World Field Archery 
Championships this week. 

Held in Wagga Wagga from September 26-30, the brother and sister act are shooting in the 
compound freestyle unlimited division, 17-year-old Jessie-Rose in the young adults, and 11-
year-old Jye in cubs for under 12s. 

Over the five days, the pair will shoot 28 targets and 112 arrows a day, Jessie-Rose over 80 yards 
(73m) and Jye over 30 yards (27m). 

“Jonathon says to us practice makes perfect and the more you shoot the better you get at it. You 
develop a muscle memory,” Jessie-Rose said. 

The pair train under Milne at a warehouse in Mulgoa and also shoot with their local club 
Lithgow Valley Archers. 

“I’m pretty proud of representing my country,” Jye said. 

The pair shot well at the Australian Bowhunters Association state titles in Forbes in August, 
taking home a gold medal each, and Jye shooting an almost perfect round of 398 out of 400 
points. 

Jessie-Rose is in her HSC year, and hopes to continue archery while studying a Bachelor of 
Exercise Science as a pathway to a physiotherapy degree. 
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Swimming Success 
Zach Konstantinoff (Year 9) attended the School Sport Australia 
Swimming Championships in Darwin which finished on Wednesday 
21st September, 2016. 
- Zach's medley relay team (NSW Team A) came 3rd 
- Zach came 5th in 100m Breaststroke 
- 6th in 200m Breaststroke 
- 2nd in the heats for 50m Breaststroke, & 5th in the finals. 
Zach was also asked to swim in the 10x50m handicap relay (which 
was a mix of MC swimmers and able bodied). Their team came 5th. 
We are very proud of Zach’s efforts. The conditions were gruelling 
with up to 36 degree temperatures, 95% humidity, and rain. (In an 
outdoor pool). 
Congratulations on your success, Zach. 
 

 
Social Justice 

On Wednesday the 12th of October Sarah Arnold along with Tara Clancy, Jeremy Jordan and Emiko 
Howard travelled down to Parramatta Cathedral to participate in the 2015-2016 Social Justice 
Statement Gathering. The day was a spectacular experience that we were all very thankful to have been 
involved in. It was great to share our thoughts and ideas about social justice with other schools across 
the diocese, as well as hear their ideas. 

On the day we discussed this year’s social justice statement which involved being welcoming to 
refugees looking for a better life in our country. Bishop Vincent gave a speech about how we can 
achieve this and talked about his experiences talking to the Pope. We then started to discuss the 2016-
2017 social justice statement which is "A Place at the Table - Social Justice in an Ageing Society." This 
was all about how we could engage the elderly in our schools and communities as well as the proper 
way to treat them. It was great to learn about these topics and it was a lot of fun. It has given us all a 
new outlook on social justice and the impact that we, as individuals, can have on the community. 

Sarah Arnold (Year 9) 

 

Jeremy Jordan Emiko Howard Sarah Arnold and Tara Clancy
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Winner of the Nancy Shelley Peace Prize 
Nancy Shelley was a member of the Blue Mountains 
Quaker Meeting. Her lifelong interest was in peace 
though she was also a mathematician, singer, writer 
and music teacher. She was a woman of integrity who 
worked for justice for indigenous people and for those 
struggling in war torn countries overseas. 

This year, Gala Grahovac of Year 10, entered her 
sculpture into the Blue Mountains High School Prize division, winning 
for best entry in the category. 

Congratulations to Gala on her win for both herself and the College. 

 
Captivate Showcase 2016 
We are pleased to announce that access to download and/or stream 
online the videos of ALL 7 Showcase 2016 performances is available to 
purchase now. 

You can go straight to the booking site at 
https://www.trybooking.com/MWPJ or see some preview videos and get 
other information on our website: 
http://www.captivate.catholic.edu.au/Whats-Happening/Events/2016/10/04/02/23/2016-Showcase-Videos  

Video access costs $10 and lets you view and download any (or all!) of the Showcase videos. 

There are also plenty of photos on our Facebook page from Showcase. If you have any questions, do 
feel free to contact us. Please be aware that these videos are being sold for private use only. 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLkewtc7y7Gnfbsbh0304TKD7n3G7pNSYp 

Natasha Chong 
 

 
Mrs Belinda Sefton 
Librarian  
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Dr John Taccori 
Careers Advisor 
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Dr Laurie Woods Scripture scholar, Lecturer at ACU, Lawson Parishioner will present a series of 
talks on St Luke’s Gospel 
Where:  St Thomas Aquinas Parish Centre Hawkesbury Road 
Tuesdays at 7:30 pm, on: 18 & 25 October and 1st November, 2016 

Way of Mercy 
The Mercy Cross and Relics will be present in the Blue Mountains Deanery at St Thomas 
Aquinas Parish, Hawkesbury Road, Springwood on 5th and 6th November, 2016. 
Program 
Saturday 5th November 
4pm  Arrival of the Mercy Cross and Relics 
4.30pm  Welcome Liturgy 
5.30pm  Mass 
  Dinner (BBQ provided by STA Parish) 
  Evening Prayer (Lead by St Thomas Aquinas Choir) 
  Private Prayer before the Mercy Cross and Relics 
9.30pm  Finish 
 
Sunday 6th November 
9.45am  Mass 
  Morning Tea 
  Games and Activities 
  Film:  Mother Theresa 
  Lunch (BYO Picnic) 
2.30pm  Music Performance 
4.00pm  Procession through the Parishes 
5.00pm  Mass 
All welcome. 
Springwood East Timor Support Group invites you to attend their 

ANNUAL DINNER 
Wednesday 9th November 
Springwood Sports club 
Macquarie Road 
Time: 7 for 7:30pm 
Cost: $40 per head 
Bookings:  Pam Gorman Ph 4754 1160 
Special Guests: students from Springwood High School recently returned from Timor Leste 

‘Family – An Oasis of Mercy’ 

Afternoon family gathering with Bishop Vincent Long OFM Conv and St Teresa of Kolkata’s 
Missionaries of Charity. From 2pm‐5pm at the Shrine of the Holy Innocents, 8 Greyfriar Place, 
Kellyville. 
Be part of the Way of Mercy with the Mercy Cross and relics of St Mary of the Cross MacKillop 
and St Teresa of Kolkata. Hosted by the Life, Marriage & Family Office, Parramatta. Family 
Sunday will be celebrated at Masses throughout the Diocese of Parramatta. Inquiries: tel (02) 
8838 3441, lmf@parra.catholic.org.au 
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What's On at Penrith Observatory in 
November 

Gravity (and Wonder); At Penrith Observatory 
Have you ever wondered about gravity? What is 
this invisible force that stops us from flying off into 
space as our planet rotates? How does the Moon 
stay in orbit around Earth? Why is the gravity of a 
black hole so strong? Join us for answers to these 
questions and more in our special Gravity (and 
Wonder) event in association with the Penrith 
Regional Gallery & The Lewers Bequest. Evening 
includes presentation, 3D movie, tour of the dome 
and 0.6m telescope and telescope viewing 
(weather permitting).  
Bookings are essential 
http://www.westernsydney.edu.au/observatorype
nrith/penrith_observatory/whats_on 
November 19 
8pm to 10pm 
E. Raelene Sommer | School Administrative Officer 
| Penrith Observatory 
T: 02 4736 0135 | E: 
r.sommer@westernsydney.edu.au  
Office Hours:  Tues, Wed and Thurs 
westernsydney.edu.au/observatory 
www.facebook/WesternSydObs 
www.twitter/ WesternSydObs 

 

Australia Day Awards 

The Blue Mountains Australia Day Awards 
recognise those citizens who have a consistent 
record of excellence, who have made outstanding 
achievements in their field and have contributed in 
a significant way to the Blue Mountains 
community.  

Nominations are now being sought for Blue 
Mountains residents of excellence from all 
backgrounds and fields of endeavour including 
community service, humanitarian, business, 
science and technology, arts and entertainment, 
sport, education and environment.  

Categories include: Citizen of the Year, Young 
Citizen of the Year and Sportsperson of the Year. 

Nominations Close Friday 25 November 2016 

Nomination forms and guidelines are available 
here: 
www.bmcc.nsw.gov.au/yourcouncil/australiadayawards  

If you require any further information or would like 
an image to share with this information please feel 
free to contact me. 

Mikaela Sherlock | Communications Officer | 
t  02 4780 5760 
| e  msherlock@bmcc.nsw.gov.au 

Bookmark 


