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Upcoming Events: 
Week Seven 
Mon 6 Jun 2016 
 3:30pm Yr 12 HSC Drama Study 
 3:30pm Yr 12 Soc. & Culture Study 
 
Tue 7 Jun 2016 
 8am Yr 12 Food Tech & Hosp. Study 
 6pm Yr 11 Information Evening 2017 

for current Year 10 
 NSWCCC Touch Championships @ 

Dubbo 
 
Wed 8 Jun 2016 
 6pm Year 9 2017 Information 

Evening for Current Year 8 
 
Thu 9 Jun 2016 
 St Columba's Feast Day 
 
Fri 10 Jun 2016 
 8am Biology Study 
 8:10am Yr 11 & 12 Japanese Study 
 7:30pm Yr 12 Drama Excursion 
 Yr 12 Geography Excursion – Scenic World 
 
Week Eight 
Mon 13 Jun 2016 
Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 
 
Tue 14 Jun 2016 
 School Photo Day 
 8am Yr 12 Food Tech & Hosp. Study 
 
Wed 15 Jun 2016 
 8:10am Yr 11 & 12 Japanese Study 
 4pm Year 7, 2017 Interviews 
 Yr11 Photography excursion 
 Yr 10 HSIE Stage 5 Geog Fieldwork 

incursion 
 
Thu 16 Jun 2016 
 4pm Year 7, 2017 Interviews  
 
Fri 17 Jun 2016 
 8am Biology Study Session 
 NSWCCC Cross Country Carnival @ 

Eastern Creek 

Dear members of the St Columba’s community 

National Sorry Day 
National Sorry Day is an annual event that has been held in Australia on 
26 May, since 1998, to remember and commemorate the mistreatment of 
the country's indigenous population.  

At our Assembly last week we commemorated National Sorry Day and 
our students acknowledged the policies and practices of discrimination 
and hurt that have ultimately resulted in an entrenched sense or racism in 
many Australian people, toward our indigenous brothers and sisters.  

When thinking about this moment in our recent history, I found myself 
wondering, whether anything has really changed? Are we any further 
along the path to true reconciliation? Have we changed as a people? Or 
are we still clinging to the beliefs and prejudices passed onto us from 
past generations, about a people that few of us have ever really known? 

I don’t claim to have the answers to these questions, because in truth 
these questions can only be answered by each one of us. But I am sure of 
this, reconciliation is not a one off experience, but something that each of 
us must constantly challenge ourselves to be true to, in every relationship 
we form, not only with those we call friends, but with every single 
person who lives on this wonderful planet we call earth.  

Reconciliation is a heart response to the world we live in. It requires each 
of us to open ourselves to learn from others and to listen without 
judgement to someone’s understanding and experience of life. And this 
requires great patience and time, to allow all the mysteries of life to 
unfold. For as it is written in a Nigerian proverb, ‘It is the heart that 
gives, the fingers just let go.’  

But if there is one lesson that must be learned and reinforced each year 
that we commemorate, our need as a Nation to reconcile with our 
indigenous brothers and sisters, it is best summed up in the words of 
Mother Teresa, “It’s easy to love people far away. It’s not always easy to 
love those who live right next to us. There are thousands of people dying 
all around the world for a bit of bread, but there are thousands more 
dying for a bit of love, or a bit of acknowledgement. The truth is that the 
worse disease today is not leprosy, tuberculosis or aids, it’s being 
unwanted, it’s being left out, it’s being forgotten”.  
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At St Columba’s Catholic College, our commitment to our indigenous brothers and sisters is, that we will 
strive to build a community where all people of all race and creeds will feel accepted and acknowledged for 
the person that our God has created them to be for our world. 

May God bless you always, 

Mr Paul Ryan  
Principal 
 
A message from Greg Whitby, Executive Director, Catholic Education Diocese 
Parramatta 
Radical Funding Freeze proposal 
Government and non-government schools deserve to be appropriately funded to ensure they achieve high 
quality outcomes for every student in every school.  

The Centre for Policy Development’s radical proposal to freeze funding for low fee Catholic schools 
would threaten parents’ right to choose a faith-based education for their child.  

Every student deserves a base level of educational funding in Australia. A funding freeze would put 
pressure on school fees at a time when many families in western Sydney are already struggling to make 
ends meet. Many parents who send their child to a Catholic school in western Sydney make big sacrifices 
to pay school fees because it is the best fit for their child’s educational needs and religious preferences.  

Catholic schools receive government funding because they play an integral role in providing education in 
the community. In western Sydney, Catholic schools educate one in four students. Catholic Education 
Diocese of Parramatta is one of the largest employers in western Sydney with over 5,000 staff. A funding 
freeze for low fee Catholic schools would not only have an adverse affect on our students and their 
families, but also our teachers and staff, local business and wider community. It would also put more 
pressure on the State government to cater for new public school places.  

Students and families should not be disadvantaged for choosing a Catholic education for their child. We 
need to stop pitting non-government and government schools against each other and allow diversity and 
choice for families in the type of education they want for their children. 

 
Sacramental News 
We are delighted to be able to offer a sacramental program at this school which prepares your child to 
receive the Sacraments of Reconciliation, Eucharist and Confirmation. 

It consists of one lesson per week preparation by Mrs Elizabeth Moore (Sacramental 
Co-ordinator). 

The program runs as follows: 

Term 2:   Weeks 9 and 10  Tuesday Period 4 - Reconciliation Preparation 

Term 3:   Weeks 1-4  Tuesday Period 4 - Eucharist Preparation 

 Week 5:  Wednesday 17 August - Celebration of First Reconciliation and Eucharist 
at St Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church at 9.30 am 

 Weeks 6-8:  Tuesday Period 2 - Confirmation Preparation 

 Week 9:  Monday 12 Sept. - Celebration of Confirmation at St Thomas Aquinas 
Catholic Church at 7pm 

If your child would like to receive one or all of these sacraments, please contact Mr Mark Sattler,  
Mrs Elizabeth Moore or your child's Religion teacher by Friday 10th June, 2016. 

Mrs Elizabeth Moore 
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School Photos 14th June 2016 
(Tuesday after the Long Weekend) 

On Tuesday 14th June, the College will take part in their Annual College Photo Day.  The expectation on 
this day for students is that they dress in full College winter uniform.  All College expectations regarding 
make up, jewellery, hair etc will be enforced throughout the day.   Girls must have their hair tied back and 
off their face.  All boys must wear their shirts tucked in, ties done right up and socks must be black, navy 
blue or grey.  All students must have their blazers. 

See Information on the Photo Envelope with a flyer insert. 

Ordering online: 

School Online Code:    PTK GJW KX6  

All orders need to be done by:  13/6/2016 

If you order & pay online DO NOT fill out envelope or send it to school as your order will 
already have been received. 

If using the envelope to make your order: 

Return the envelope on PHOTO DAY (exact money enclosed) with your child who will hand it personally 
to the Photographer. 

Use the sibling envelope for Family Photos, available from the Student Office. 

No money/change handled by the school. 

ALL Enquiries to enquiries@advancedlife.com.au  
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From the Office 
School Fees 
Thank you to the families who have finalised their school fees for Term 2.  These fees were due on 30 
May 2016. Thank you also to the families who have continued with their Flexible Payment Plan 
arrangements. 

Please be advised that unless alternative arrangements have been made with the Principal, the Business 
Manager or me, fees are payable in accordance with the Diocesan School Fees Policy which states “all 
fees are due and payable within 30 days of the date the school account statement is issued.”   

If you are having difficulties with the payment of your school fees, I encourage you to contact me on  
4754 8902 or rvion@parra.catholic.edu.au  to discuss payment options. The Catholic Education Office is 
committed to supporting families experiencing genuine financial hardship.  Please be assured of complete 
confidentiality when discussing financial issues. 

The school fee collection process has commenced on overdue accounts that have not been addressed as 
above. 

School fees can be paid by Bpay, Postbillpay, Direct Debit, cash, EFTPOS Credit Card or cheque. 

Ms Roselee Vion 
Senior Finance Officer 
 
 
Child Protection 
As a school we are committed to 
developing protective practices to 
ensure there is an arena of safety to 
protect children and young people 
in our care from any form of abuse. 

The Working with Children 
Check is required to be completed 
by all volunteers to the school, 
e.g. uniform shop volunteers, host 
families etc. You would be aware 
that the Australian Government 
has policies and procedures 
relating to child protection. The 
NSW Department of Education 
and Training, as an agency 
responsible for the care and 
welfare of students in schools, has 
a charter to protect the young 
people in its care from all forms of 
abuse. 

If you are one of our generous 
volunteers, could you please 
follow the instructions on the right 
and make sure you email your 
WWC Clearance Letter with your 
date of birth to 
kdelany@parra.catholic.edu.au  
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School Counsellor 

 
Mr Craig King 
School Counsellor  
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Student News 
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Careers  
Are you interested in knowing what careers exist in the health area? 
Health is the fastest and one of the largest employment growth areas in Australia. 
Download and read the PDF on this site from page 63 onwards. 
http://rcs.med.unsw.edu.au/HEALTH‐CAREERS‐KIT 
 
Notre Dame Early Offer scheme now open: http://www.nd.edu.au/nav‐future‐students/young‐achievers‐early‐offer‐program 
 
UNI 
University of Sydney A Celebration of History 
10 June  
The Department of History at the University of Sydney invites 
history students, their teachers and parents to join them in a 
light‐hearted celebration of history. Students will learn how 
their love of history can advance their career. For information 
and to register bit.ly/celebration‐of‐history 
University of Sydney Scholarships Information Evening for Year 12  
22 June  
Tips on completing scholarship applications, and hear from our 
students about their scholarship experience. Students will also 
have the opportunity to learn more about our on‐campus 
accommodation options and the scholarships available. To 
register http://bit.ly/Scholarship‐Info‐Evening 
University of Notre Dame Australia Course Info Evening  
1 June  
learn more about course/s of interest and the student 
experience at Notre Dame. Applications can be submitted on the 
night and if eligible, students will have the chance to interview 
for a place with a member of our academic staff. For more info 
call 02 8204 4404 or email sydney@nd.edu.au  
UNSW Scholarship Information Evening  
This would be a must see event if you would like to apply for 
their prestigious CO‐OP scholarships 
22 June . 6.15pm to 8.00pm 
Sir John Clancy Auditorium, UNSW Kensington  
Year 11 and 12 students and their parents on the application 
process. Register below at: 
https://www.futurestudents.unsw.edu.au/scholarships‐
information‐evening‐2016 
 
TAFE 
Sydney Give it a Go Day  
24 June . 9.00am to 2.00pm  
Matraville Sports High  
Year 10, 11, 12 students . Hands‐on practical activities give a 
taste of TAFE courses . 
http://sydneytafe.edu.au/newsevents/events/school‐
studewnts‐get‐taste‐tafe 
Open Training Institute 
TAFE level courses  to study online.  
https://www.opentraining.edu.au/ 
 
COLLEGES 
SFS Digital Filmmaking Distinction Course  
 11 to 15 July . 10.00am to 3.30pm 
Learn the fundamental aspects of digital film production and 
make a film in this 5 day intensive workshop for senior high 
school students (Years 10‐12) Cost: $475 (30 hours of tuition) 
Download the application form  at 
http://www.sydneyfilmschool.com/courses/digital‐filmmaking‐
distinction‐course.aspx 
AIE Information Evening 
23 June . 6pm to 8pm 
Animation and games design course and career information. 

http://www.aie.edu.au/articles/information‐evening‐23rd‐june‐
2016 
Experience Hotel Management and Explore Scholarship 
Opportunities  
9 July  
The Hotel School Sydney will be holding it's 'InterContinental 
Insights' day on Saturday 9 July for students wishing to 
experience a day in the life of working in a 5‐star Hotel. Students 
will have the opportunity to take part in sessions in events, food 
& beverage departments as well as meet with industry experts. 
Visit http://sydney.hotelschool.scu.edu.au/about/intercontinent
al‐insights 
AFTRS Mid‐Year Intake  
Closes 17 June  
Diplomas in Camera, VFX, Editing, Sound and Digital Radio 
Content. Full or part‐time courses. Information: 
study@aftrs.edu.au 
https://www.aftrs.edu.au/specialise 
Raffles College of Design & Commerce School Holiday 
Workshops 
4 to 7 July  
1 Fitzwilliam Street, Parramatta 
Photography, Fashion Design, Fashion Marketing, Graphic 
Design and Interior Design workshops.  
$120 . 4 days. Materials provided.  
Application forms email to contact@raffles.edu.au  
http://www.raffles.edu.au/story/detail/school‐holiday‐
workshops 
Sydney Dance Company Two‐Day July School Holiday 
Workshop 
4‐8 July and 12 ‐15 July 
Pier 4, 15 Hickson Road, The Rocks 
With leading choreographers in contemporary, lyrical, JFH, Boys 
Only Hip Hop and Theatre Jazz. 
https://www.sydneydancecompany.com/classes‐and‐
courses/holiday‐workshops/#.V0Uy‐fl97cs 
William Angliss Trial‐a‐Trade 
5 July . 10am to 12pm 
Hands on activities on chefs, patissiers, baristas and travel, 
events and hospitality careers.  
Email: trainingnsw@angliss.edu.au 
http://www.angliss.edu.au/register‐for‐trial‐a‐trade 
ACPE Academy Blog 
Exercise and fitness career advice . 
http://blog.acpe.edu.au/ 
Studying Online at the Academy of Interactive Entertainment 
Video 
http://vimeo.com/66780987 
College of Event Management Information Session  
24 June, 6pm 
Level 9, 28 Foveaux Street Surry Hills 
Course and career advice. 
Contact:1300 725 846 orenquiries@coem.edu.au 
http://collegeofeventmanagement.com.au/campus/information
‐sessions 
 



 

Term 2, Volume: 44 No: 8 Page 8/10 
Email: www.stcolumbas@parra.catholic.edu.au    Web:  http://www.stcolumbasspringwood.catholic.edu.au/ 

Tvà ]âáàÄç? _Éäx gxÇwxÜÄç tÇw jtÄ~ [âÅuÄç ã|à{ ÉâÜ ZÉw 

GENERAL 
VR Noir A Day Before the Night  
8 to 10 June  
Assist in a virtual reality and noir film . Hear from scriptwriters, 
producers and directors.  
http://www.vividsydney.com/event/ideas/vr‐noir‐day‐night‐
interactive‐entertainment‐experience 
Australian Youth Orchestra 
Auditions begin  5 August  
Training for musicians, composers, recording engineers, 
orchestra managers and music journalists. Opportunity for 
international tour, perform around Australia, work with world 
class musicians and conductors. 
http://www.ayo.com.au/content/2016‐programs/gk1yvt 
InTech Sydney Showground 
24 to 26 June 
Sydney Showground, Homebush 
Top HSC Major Projects in Industrial Technology Students. 
http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/exhibitions/  
Sydney Film Festival at UNSW  
8 to 18 June 
Go inside art at iCinema’s 360‐degree 3D cinematic theatre at 
UNSW. Two interactive experimental films will have their world 
premiere at the Festival. For more information or to join this 
free interactive 3D cinema experience 
visit http://www.sff.org.au/sff‐events/beyond‐cinema/sff‐
unsw/  
Applications Year 11 students interested in tertiary STEM study 
for NYSF 2017  
Closes 31 May  
Yr 11s should now be finalising their National Youth Science 
Forum applications . Info at http://www.nysf.edu.au./  
Make Your Mark 
Encouraging individuals from under‐represented communities 
towards tertiary studies.  
http://www.makeyourmark.edu.au/ 
UNSW 5 Steps to getting the Most out of a Careers Expo 
http://unswfuturestudents.tumblr.com/post/118340968712/5‐
steps‐to‐getting‐the‐most‐out‐of‐a‐careers‐expo 
Career Expo Questions 
http://careerjunk.edublogs.org/2016/05/02/career‐expos/ 
Solo A Monologue Writing Competition 
Closes  24 June 
Emerging playwrights submit in High School category a work for 
one actor for  3 to 10 minutes (1000 – 4000 words).  
http://www.hothousetheatre.com.au/development/solo/ 

What Makes a Great Engineer? 
Engineering Link Group 
http://www.telg.com.au/what‐makes‐a‐great‐engineer/ 
Four Steps to Picking the Right Course 
http://www.careerfaqs.com.au/news/news‐and‐views/four‐
steps‐to‐picking‐the‐right‐course/ 
What’s your professional personality? 
Careers that might suit your personality related to Deakin Uni 
courses.  
http://this.deakin.edu.au/careers/whats‐your‐professional‐
personality‐the‐careers‐quiz 
How to boost your career in the animation industry from RMIT 
http://www.rmit.edu.au/news/all‐news/2016/may/boost‐your‐
career‐in‐the‐animation‐industry/ 
Education HQ Student Guide 2016 
School leavers find further study for your career path.  Pre‐order 
d. Distribution mid‐July. 
http://student.educationhq.com/magazines/student‐guide/ 
Work Matters Video 
See three young people settling into work with different 
workplace scenarios.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bn5BipWtuKg&feature=yo
utu.be 
My Skills Preparing Secondary Students for Work 
http://www.pssfw.myskills.gov.au/ 
Help Exchange 
An online list of host stays for short‐term in exchange for food 
and accommodation. Includes farmstays, homestays, lodges, 
B&B, inns, backpacker hostels. 
https://www.helpx.net/ 
Service Skills Australia 
Information and videos on Sport, Fitness & Recreation, Tourism, 
Travel & Hospitality and Retail careers. 
http://www.serviceskills.com.au/careers 
The John Marsden & Hachette Australia Prize for Young 
Writers 
Closes 1 July 
For up to 18 years. Write poetry, fiction and creative nonfiction. 
Great prizes and have your work published in Voiceworks. Also 
meet John Marsden and do a  workshop with James Phelan. 
http://www.expressmedia.org.au/jmp/ 
ACS Foundation ‐ Information, Communication and Technology 
Cadetships 
Apply online at http://acsfoundation.com.au/lp‐cadetships.cfm 
Visit: http://www.acsfoundation.com.au/ 

 
Notre  Dame  Early  Offer  scheme  now  open: 
http://www.nd.edu.au/nav‐future‐students/young‐
achievers‐early‐offer‐program 

 
Dr John Taccori 
Careers Advisor  
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Diocesan News 
Mass of Installation of Bishop Vincent 
Long: 16 June 
The Liturgical Reception and Solemn Mass of Installation of 
Most Rev Vincent Long Van Nguyen OFM Conv as the 
fourth Bishop of Parramatta will take place at 7.30pm on 
Thursday 16 June in St Patrick’s Cathedral in Parramatta. 
Please keep Bishop Vincent and his future ministry among 
us in your prayers. 

A Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
Weekend is a Marriage Enrichment experience for 
married couples – set in peaceful, picturesque 
surroundings, away from the distractions of everyday 
life.  During the weekend, couples have a unique 
opportunity to reconnect, rekindle and refresh their 
relationship. Take time out of your busy schedule, to invest 
in your most precious 
asset . . .  your Marriage!   
Weekend date: 24‐26 June at Mt Carmel Retreat Centre, 
Varroville, NSW 
Bookings online at  http://www.wwme.org.au  or  
Bill and Ardell Sharpe on 02 4283 3435 or 
wsharpe@bigpond.net.au  

Position vacant: Diocese of Parramatta 
Director of Property Development & Asset 
Management: This is a full‐time role based in Parramatta. 
The Director of Property Development & Asset 
Management is responsible for the development, 
maintenance and management of diocesan land & 
buildings. Further information about this role and the 
application process are available at: www.parracatholic.org/employment 
Applications close Tuesday 14 June. 

Keeping our Young People Safe Summit: 11 June 
We're all called to be superheroes for the young people entrusted to our care. Join us for the updated, new and latest, 
biennial Keeping our Young People Safe Summit. Protect 
yourself and protect our young people – that's real 
leadership! This is mandatory training for all who work with 
young people in our Diocese. From 9.30am‐3.30pm at the 
Novotel Parramatta. No cost to attend – lunch provided. 
Details: James Camden, Director of Catholic Youth 
Parramatta, tel (02) 8838 
3428,JCamden@parra.catholic.org.au 

Grace & Silence Retreat for Young Women: 
18 June  
Includes vocation discernment to marriage & family life, 
single life or consecrated life. wCost $30 includes morning & 
afternoon tea, lunch and materials. Mt Schoenstatt, 230 
Fairlight Rd, Mulgoa. Registrations: Sr M Julie Brcar ISSM, tel 
0408 728 334, juliebrcar@gmail.com 

Shrine Time – Holy Hour for Young Adults: 
26 June 
4th Sunday of the month from 6.30pm‐7.30pm followed by a 
social gathering. The Shrine doors have been designated as 
Holy Doors of Mercy and Confession is available at every 
Shrine Time. Mt Schoenstatt, 230 Fairlight Rd, Mulgoa. 

  



 

Term 2, Volume: 44 No: 8 Page 10/10 
Email: www.stcolumbas@parra.catholic.edu.au    Web:  http://www.stcolumbasspringwood.catholic.edu.au/ 

Tvà ]âáàÄç? _Éäx gxÇwxÜÄç tÇw jtÄ~ [âÅuÄç ã|à{ ÉâÜ ZÉw 

Community News 
 
 
 


