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Upcoming Events: 
 
WEEK 5 
Mon 27 Feb 2017 
Ċ Year 7 Retreat 
Ċ NSWCCC Berg Shield Cricket, Raby 

Oval, Campbelltown 
Ċ PDSSSC Open Basketball Gala Day & 

selection @ Penrith 
 
Tue 28 Feb 2017 
Ċ NSWCCC Berg Shield Grand Final 
Ċ NSWCCC Girls Cricket @ Bankstown 
 
Wed 1 Mar 2017 
Ċ ASH WEDNESDAY 
 
 
WEEK 6 
- Catholic Schools Week 
Mon 6 Mar 2017 
Ċ Yr 7 Brainstorm performance 
Ċ Year 9 Retreat (Group 1) 
Ċ NSWCCC Girls Cricket @ Bankstown 
 
Tue 7 Mar 2017 
Ċ Year 9 Retreat (Group 2) 
Ċ Yr 10 Commerce Excursion @ Penrith 

Court House 
 
Wed 8 Mar 2017 
Ċ NSWCCC Tennis @ Parramatta 
 
Thu 9 Mar 2017 
Ċ College Cross Country Carnival 
 

Dear members of the St Columbaõs community 
Higher School Certificate 2016  

In our last newsletter we published the photos and ATARS of our 2016 

high achievers and in this weekôs newsletter we have published a collage 

of photos from our High Achieversô Ceremony.   It was a wonderful 

occasion and I was delighted to acknowledge the efforts of these students 

and the whole class of 2016 who worked so hard throughout their time 

here at the College. Our students achieved the best results recorded for 

any of the schools in the Blue Mountains.  These results confirm our 

belief that everything we do at St Columbaôs ñis all about the learning 

and having high expectation of ourselves and each other.ò 

The 2016 cohort of students applied themselves diligently to their studies 

and worked with each other to improve one anotherôs results, through 

their participation in a number of student and teacher-led workshops 

before and after school throughout the whole year. (Thirteen students 

achieved an ATAR of 90.0 or above and twenty six students achieved an 

ATAR between 80.0 and 90.0) 
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Enrolments 2018  

During the coming weeks Mrs Sparkes and I will be visiting the Year 5 and 6 students in our Catholic 

feeder schools to speak to them about the College. Many parents from these schools fear that with our 

increased enrolments that they may be excluded from the College. Could I ask all parents and 

guardians that if you have friends, relatives or connections in any of these schools, to please assure 

them that all students from our Catholic feeder schools and all Catholic primary schools will be 

automatically enrolled into the College for Years 7-12. St Columbaôs Catholic College was built, to 

ensure a place for all families who wanted a Catholic education.  

Students from any Catholic Primary school will not be required to participate in an enrolment 

interview, however, they will be expected to fill in an enrolment form so that all personal and 

educational details are entered into our data base here at the College.  

If you are aware of any family wishing to enrol their son or daughter at St Columbaôs from one of our 

Catholic Primary schools or a State Primary School please advise them that we will be having an 

óOpen Nightô here at the College on Wednesday the 22
nd

 of March. All details regarding this 

evening can be found on our College Website 

School Fees  

If any parent or guardian is having difficulty paying school fees please contact Mr Chris Carpenter our 

Business Manager and arrange for an interview to discuss this with him. Please be assured that you will 

be treated with absolute dignity and respect at all times. Whilst Catholic schools cannot exist without 

the support of school fees, no child will ever be refused an education in any Parramatta Diocesan 

Systemic Catholic school because of financial hardship.  

May God bless you always, 

Mr Paul Ryan  
Principal  

From the Office
School Fees  

Dear Parents/Carers, 

The school fee statements for Term 1, 2017 will be mailed out on Tuesday 7
th
 February.  The due 

date for payment is on or before Monday 6
th
 March 2017.  If you have not received your statement 

by Wednesday 15
th
 February, please contact me on 4754 8902 to arrange for a copy to be sent home.  

The Flexible Payment Plan will again be offered as an option for the payment of 2017 fees. The 

necessary information required to take up this convenient payment option will be provided with your 

Term 1 fee statement.  

N.B. If you were on a payment arrangement for 2016 (except Flexible Payment Plan) it is 

important that you contact me when you receive your Term 1 statement so that I am aware of 

your intentions for 2017.   

Please be advised that unless alternative arrangements have been made regarding the payment of 

your account it will be assumed that full payment will be made on or before the due date. Fees are 

payable in accordance with the Diocesan School Fees Policy which states ñall fees are due and 

payable within 30 days of the date the school account statement is issuedò.  Outstanding accounts 

will be forwarded to the Catholic Education Office for actioning. 

If you need to discuss any issues regarding the school fees, please contact me by phone on 4754 8902 

or by email rvion@parra.catholic.edu.au 

Ms Roselee Vion  
Senior Finance Officer  

  

mailto:rvion@parra.catholic.edu.au
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Student News
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Japanese Trip 2017 

In January this year, I had the privilege of going on the Japan trip. It was such an incredible experience 

and Iôm saving up to return after the completion of my HSC.  

The group and I began the trip officially in Hiroshima with visiting Hiroshima Castle. I was worried 

that I would be too jetlagged from the plane to appreciate the sites but it was such an interesting 

destination that forgot all about how sleepy I was. It was enjoyable using our language skills that were 

learnt in class, in real-life situations and by the end of the trip we had all picked up new words and 

phrases. 

The next day we took a ferry to Miyajima. It was always a childhood dream of mine to see Miyajimaôs 

Torii Gate so I enjoyed walking out to the icon at low tide. After this we visited Itsukushima Shrine and 

Cableway which lead us to an amazing look out on a mountain top.  

The morning after this we made our way to the Hiroshima Peace Park and Peace Museum. It was an 

extremely touching experience seeing the Atomic Bomb Dome and Sadakoôs statue. On the same day, 

we left our hotel as it began to snow and took a coach to Sanda to meet our host families.  

The next couple days were spent with our host siblings; going to Universal Studios Japan, visiting our 

sister school; Hokusetsu Sanda Senior High School, and just getting to know each other and the 

differences in our cultures. I learnt teachers in Japan were very strict and even a little scary. This made 

me appreciate my teachers in Australia more. The time spent with my host family is my most treasured 

memory of the trip as my family was so lovely and welcoming. At USJ we met up with Annabella and 

John-Paul (St. Columbaôs exchange students) for the first time in six months! It seemed surreal and we 

all had a great time together.  

From this point, they joined the school trip and after saying goodbye to our family, we all travelled to 

the Golden Pavilion; Kinkakuji in Kyoto. It was such a beautiful temple and the whole area was 

covered in snow. After having a tasty traditional Japanese style lunch in Arashiyama, we visited 

another gorgeous icon; Kiyomizu dera. There my friends and I tried famous Japanese green tea ice-

cream - called macha ice-cream - which was delicious. That afternoon the group checked into to our 

traditional Japanese style hotel. There we slept on futons in tatami rooms with paper screens. I was 

surprised how comfortable it was!  

The next day we caught a train to Nara and saw the worldôs largest bronze statue of Buddha in the 

Eastern Great Temple and fed sacred deer that lived around the place of worship. Later, we caught a 

train to a workshop called Kyo Yuzen and created either bags, pencil cases or phone cases using a 

traditional Japanese dyeing technique. This was one of my favourite days on the trip.  

The next morning, we caught a bullet train and saw Mt. Fuji on the way to Tokyo. It was gigantic! We 

then went and paid a visit to Sensoji Temple in Asakusa and saw lots of women in wonderfully 

elaborate kimono.  

The next day we went to the Life Safety Learning Centre by train and learnt about natural disasters that 

occur in Japan. We then all participated in earthquake and fire simulations. After lunch, we met 

ASIMO; an extremely advanced humanoid robot. He could walk, run, hop, jump, use sign language 

and even sing!  

Sadly, the next day was our last but it was well spent. The group went to Tokyo Dome Amusements 

which is a giant theme park. This day was another one of my favourites as my friends and I met a lot of 

people and had an awesome time. That night we flew back to Australia. 

I cannot put it into words how incredibly lovely my time in Japan was. Thank you to Mrs Sato and  

Mrs Yuen for planning the trip and Mr Ryan, Mrs Sparkes and Mr Pahlke for supervising the group. Iôm 

looking forward to seeing my host family again one day and possibly even living in Japan in the future. 

Chloe Humphrys (11.6)  
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Farewell Ayane  

Hello, everyone. Iôm Ayane Imazato, an exchange 

student from our sister school, Hokusetsu Sanda Senior 

High School in Japan. Iôve been at St Columbaôs since 

March last year and Iôm going back to Japan soon. Iôd 

like thank you for your kindness and support throughout 

my stay. 

I came to Australia last March and met my first host 

family, Stanisic Noussis at the airport. They were very 

nice and I had a great time staying with them. Since then, 

Iôve had many wonderful host families: the Taylor 

family, McNair Family, Pujic Family, Fisher family, 

Dryer family and Hurley family. My host families have taken me to lots of places. I went to the city 

several times. I also did lots of things such as horse riding, whale watching and so on. These were all 

new experiences for me. Thank you. 

I also met lots of people here. Everyone is really kind and friendly. Even though I cannot speak English 

very well, I was able to make many friends. I was very happy when my friends celebrated my birthday. 

They also invited me to some parties and helped me improve my English. Thank you for taking care of 

me. 

I would also like to thank my teachers here at St Columbaôs. Everyone has been very helpful and very 

kind.  

I will come back to Australia in the future because I love Australia and am grateful for all the friends I 

have made.  And Iôd like you to come to Japan and see me some day. I also love Japan and would love 

to show you my country. 

Thank you. 

Ayane Imazato in Year 12 (Japanese exchange student 2016/2017)  
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Swimming Carni val ð Wednesday 22nd  February, 2017  

 


