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Upcoming Events:

Week 11
Mon 4 Apr 2016

PDSSSC Football Gala Day &
selections @ Jamison Park

Tue 5 Apr 2016

Year 7 Vaccinations Day 2
Yr 8 Brainstorm Prodn 'Verbal
Combat'

Wed 6 Apr 2016

Year 11 & 12 Parent Teacher
Night

Fri 8 Apr 2016

Last Day Term 1

Term Two - Week One

Mon 25 Apr 2016
ANZAC Day - Public Holiday

10am Anzac Day — March,
Springwood

Tue 26 Apr 2016

Staff Development Day |

Wed 27 Apr 2016

Term 2 Students Return
Welcome Back Assembly &
Anzac Service

Fri 29 Apr 2016

NSWCCC Swimming Carnival
@ Homebush
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“The risen life is not easy; it is also a dyingelifThe presence of the
Resurrection in our lives means the presence o€tioss, for we do not
rise with Christ unless we first die with him.dtby the Cross that we
enter the dynamism of creative transformation,dyyieamism of
resurrection and renewal, the dynamism of love.”

~ Thomas Merton

Thank you to each and every one of you for the wdnbexperience of
learning here at the College this term.

Term two begins with a professional learning daystaff on Tuesday, April
26, with all students returning to the College oedivesday April 27.

Students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 will this yearitheg for a battery of tests
designed for the National Assessment Program ferddy and Numeracy
in Week 3.

Testing will take place over three days, with @itlents across Australia
being assessed on the following days:

Tuesday May 10: Language Conventions (spelliregngnar
and punctuation); Writing

Wednesday May 11: Reading

Thursday May 12: Numeracy

There will be a ‘catch up’ day on Friday May 13 &y student who was
unable to do their tests on the nominated day.

Parents, you will receive feedback about your salaaghter’'s performance
in late August, which will indicate to you how yokild performed in the
tests compared to other students across Ausifaigsreport will also
indicate:

Whether or not your child achieved the Nationaldbemark in
reading, writing, language conventions and numeracy

What band your child achieved in reading, writlagguage
conventions and numeracy

What the National average was for students in mggeliriting,
language conventions and numeracy.
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If you would like any further information about tNwtional tests you can go to the websites at
www.nap.edu.au/NAPLAN/Parent Carer_ support/index.ht

Interviews for all students in Years 7, 8, 9 andviiDbe taking place during May. Dates for these
interviews are:

May 18 (2.00pm — 7.00pm)
May 25 (2.00pm — 7.00pm)

These learning interviews are critical in supporyour son or daughter and feedback of this natlire
always help their motivation and overall perfornganc
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On Tuesday June 7 there will be an information iexgfor Year 10 students and families to help with
subject choices for Year 11 2017 and to discugsas®ent practices here at the College.
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On Wednesday June 8 there will be an informatiemieng for Year 8 students and families to help with
subject choices for Year 9 2017 and to discusssissat practices here at the College.

0 = +
In Week 9 we will be holding &ubject Market for all students in Years 8 and 10 on Tuesday dline
from 4.00pm — 7.00pm, to help students make chodggggding the subjects they would like to study in
2017.

Students in Year 10 will be guided by their teacheas to what courses they are best suited to study
Years 11 and 12, to optimise results and careeraopmities.

May God bless you always,
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Thank you to the families who have finalised tiselool fees for Term 1. These fees were due on
March 7 2016. Thank you also to the families wheetommenced their Flexible Payment Plan
arrangements.

Please be advised that unless alternative arramge h@ve been made with the Principal, the Business
Manager or me, fees are payable in accordancehgitbiocesan School Fees Policy which states “alll
fees are due and payable within 30 days of thetllatschool account statement is issued.”

If you are having difficulties with the paymentyafur school fees, | encourage you to contact me on
4754 8902 or rvion@parra.catholic.edu.au to dispagment options. The Catholic Education Office is
committed to supporting families experiencing geadinancial hardship. Please be assured of coenplet
confidentiality when discussing financial issues.

The school fee collection process has commenceslerdue accounts that have not been addressed as
above.

School fees can be paid by Bpay, Postbillpay, DRebit, cash, EFTPOS Credit Card or cheque.
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All Winter items are now in stock.

Girls Navy Tights mids, talls and extra talls $6lea

Boys Grey Trousers $50 each

Boys Junior Tie $18 each

Boys Senior Tie $24 each

Hemming service available $12 per item.

There are still some Year 7 Blazer Payments outistgiplease finalise all payments as soon as pessib

Shop will be open on Tuesday April 28 from 9am-12pen to purchase only, not to pick up Year 7
Blazers. All Year 7 will receive their blazers byedk 2 in their homeroom classes.
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I'm Kirara and I'm an exchange student from Japagmember when |
first started at St Columba'’s, it was the 30th afrdh last year. | was really
nervous and | didn’t know anything about the schiaditin’t have many
friends and | couldn't speak English or undersitwery well. But
everyone was so nice and you all helped me a tat.talked to me slowly
and used simple English so that | could understate:n | spoke, you
listened very carefully and tried to understand Afier 6 months, my
English dramatically improved. | started to joinwith conversations and |
started to talk a lot. You are always so much futhygou have made me so
happy in Australia. | feel privileged to have metiyand to have made so
many good friends. Thank you especially to my lp¥aénds. | love you all
a lot and I will miss you so much.

| also want to thank my host families for hosting, eind welcoming me
into your homes. You are all so funny and kind, lamelnt to thank you for hosting me and making my
time in Australia so enjoyable. You took me to smgnplaces and you looked after me very well. Thank
you so, so much for everything.

| am so glad to have come to this school. All eftdachers are helpful and have been so nice tevee,
when | couldn’t understand everything. | want tkiyou so much for having me in your beautifubsth

| am very grateful that | have been able to makeynspecial and amazing memories with so many
beautiful people in Australia. It was not easydme and live here without my family and | fountard

to speak English all the time. But you have alhgesl me a lot. At the moment, | feel like | am more
Australian than Japanese. This year in Austraksbean the best year ever. Everyone here means so
much to me and | can’t thank you enough. | willsvAastralia and St Columba’s and of course alloof y
too. Thank you so, so much for everything.

Kirara Aum
2015-2016 Exchange student from our sister schtmbusetsu Sanda High School
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Lazy Drive
www lazydrive.com
Friday 6" May, 2016

The Main Quad
St Columba’s Catholic College

From 7pm

$10 per person (Adults only)
Tickets at the door

BYO — Everything: picnic rugs,

chairs, food, drinks, dancing
shoes!

World Youth Day Fundraiser

MUSIC ON THE LAWN

MUZYKA na trawniku

Ye Olde Shakespeare

Who is this old guy!

M. WILLIAM
SHAKESPEARES
COMEDIES,
HISTORIES, &
TRAGEDIE

Dr Keagan Brewer explains Shakespeare’s

context, language , techniques, philosophy & meter.

Wednesday 13 April
10am -2pm | Bookings essential | $5
wWww.parracity.nsw.gov.au/library

PARRAMATTA CITY LIBRARY

PARTICIPATE | CONNECT | LEARN

- EITldil: WWW.STColumbDas@palra.catnolic.eau.au

27 vew;

Don't Stress! Help is here!

Dr Keagan Brewer
explains how to structure an English essay

Tuesday 12 April
10am -2pm

Bookings required | $5
Www.parracity.nsw.gov.au/library

PARRAMATTA CITY LIBRARY
PARTICI

PATE | CONNECT | LEARN
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VE FUN AND HELP A FELLOW TEACHER!

.eau.au

olumMpbasiparra.catnollc

Kenya Aid for a fun night of trivia and help us raise
is to pay teachers in Western Kenya.

EN: Saturday 21 May 2016
ERE: Springwood Sports Club
3T: $15 per person
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