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Term 1 
Friday 1st April, 2016 
Volume: 44 No: 5 
 
In this issue: 
1. Principal’s Address 
2. From the Office 
3. From the Uniform Shop 
4. Student News 
5. Library News 
6. Careers 
7. Community Announcements 
 

Upcoming Events: 
 
Week 11 
Mon 4 Apr 2016 
·  PDSSSC Football Gala Day & 

selections @ Jamison Park 
 
Tue 5 Apr 2016 
·  Year 7 Vaccinations Day 2 
·  Yr 8 Brainstorm Prodn 'Verbal 

Combat'  
 
Wed 6 Apr 2016 
·  Year 11 & 12 Parent Teacher 

Night 
 
Fri 8 Apr 2016 
·  Last Day Term 1 

 
Term Two - Week One 
Mon 25 Apr 2016 
ANZAC Day - Public Holiday 
·  10am Anzac Day – March, 

Springwood 
 
Tue 26 Apr 2016 

Staff Development Day 
 
Wed 27 Apr 2016 
·  Term 2 Students Return 
·  Welcome Back Assembly & 

Anzac Service 
 
Fri 29 Apr 2016 
·  NSWCCC Swimming Carnival 

@ Homebush 
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“The risen life is not easy; it is also a dying life. The presence of the 

Resurrection in our lives means the presence of the Cross, for we do not 
rise with Christ unless we first die with him. It is by the Cross that we 

enter the dynamism of creative transformation, the dynamism of 
resurrection and renewal, the dynamism of love.”  

~ Thomas Merton 
 

Thank you to each and every one of you for the wonderful experience of 
learning here at the College this term.  
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Term two begins with a professional learning day for staff on Tuesday, April 
26, with all students returning to the College on Wednesday April 27.  
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Students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 will this year be sitting for a battery of tests 
designed for the National Assessment Program for Literacy and Numeracy 
in Week 3. 

Testing will take place over three days, with all students across Australia 
being assessed on the following days: 

� Tuesday May 10:  Language Conventions (spelling, grammar 
  and punctuation); Writing 

� Wednesday May 11:  Reading 

� Thursday May 12:  Numeracy  

There will be a ‘catch up’ day on Friday May 13 for any student who was 
unable to do their tests on the nominated day. 

Parents, you will receive feedback about your son or daughter’s performance 
in late August, which will indicate to you how you child performed in the 
tests compared to other students across Australia. This report will also 
indicate: 

� Whether or not your child achieved the National benchmark in 
reading, writing, language conventions and numeracy 

� What band your child achieved in reading, writing, language 
conventions and numeracy 

� What the National average was for students in reading, writing, 
language conventions and numeracy. 
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If you would like any further information about the National tests you can go to the websites at  

www.nap.edu.au/NAPLAN/Parent_Carer_support/index.html  
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Interviews for all students in Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 will be taking place during May. Dates for these 
interviews are:  

� May 18   (2.00pm – 7.00pm) 

� May 25   (2.00pm – 7.00pm) 

These learning interviews are critical in supporting your son or daughter and feedback of this nature will 
always help their motivation and overall performance.   
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On Tuesday June 7 there will be an information evening for Year 10 students and families to help with 
subject choices for Year 11 2017 and to discuss assessment practices here at the College.  

"����'���#���������$�����%����	�&�
On Wednesday June 8 there will be an information evening for Year 8 students and families to help with 
subject choices for Year 9 2017 and to discuss assessment practices here at the College.   
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In Week 9 we will be holding a Subject Market for all students in Years 8 and 10 on Tuesday June 21 
from 4.00pm – 7.00pm, to help students make choices regarding the subjects they would like to study in 
2017. 

Students in Year 10 will be guided by their teachers as to what courses they are best suited to study in 
Years 11 and 12, to optimise results and career opportunities. 

May God bless you always, 
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Thank you to the families who have finalised their school fees for Term 1. These fees were due on 
March 7 2016. Thank you also to the families who have commenced their Flexible Payment Plan 
arrangements. 

Please be advised that unless alternative arrangements have been made with the Principal, the Business 
Manager or me, fees are payable in accordance with the Diocesan School Fees Policy which states “all 
fees are due and payable within 30 days of the date the school account statement is issued.”   

If you are having difficulties with the payment of your school fees, I encourage you to contact me on 
4754 8902 or rvion@parra.catholic.edu.au to discuss payment options. The Catholic Education Office is 
committed to supporting families experiencing genuine financial hardship. Please be assured of complete 
confidentiality when discussing financial issues. 

The school fee collection process has commenced on overdue accounts that have not been addressed as 
above. 

School fees can be paid by Bpay, Postbillpay, Direct Debit, cash, EFTPOS Credit Card or cheque. 
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All Winter items are now in stock. 

Girls Navy Tights mids, talls and extra talls $6 each. 

Boys Grey Trousers $50 each 

Boys Junior Tie $18 each 

Boys Senior Tie $24 each 

Hemming service available $12 per item. 

There are still some Year 7 Blazer Payments outstanding please finalise all payments as soon as possible. 

Shop will be open on Tuesday April 28 from 9am-12pm.  Open to purchase only, not to pick up Year 7 
Blazers. All Year 7 will receive their blazers by Week 2 in their homeroom classes. 
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I’m Kirara and I’m an exchange student from Japan. I remember when I 
first started at St Columba’s, it was the 30th of March last year. I was really 
nervous and I didn’t know anything about the school. I didn’t have many 
friends and I couldn’t speak English or understand it very well. But 
everyone was so nice and you all helped me a lot. You talked to me slowly 
and used simple English so that I could understand. When I spoke, you 
listened very carefully and tried to understand me. After 6 months, my 
English dramatically improved. I started to join in with conversations and I 
started to talk a lot. You are always so much fun and you have made me so 
happy in Australia. I feel privileged to have met you and to have made so 
many good friends. Thank you especially to my lovely friends. I love you all 
a lot and I will miss you so much.  

I also want to thank my host families for hosting me, and welcoming me 
into your homes. You are all so funny and kind, and I want to thank you for hosting me and making my 
time in Australia so enjoyable. You took me to so many places and you looked after me very well. Thank 
you so, so much for everything.  

I am so glad to have come to this school. All of the teachers are helpful and have been so nice to me, even 
when I couldn’t understand everything. I want to thank you so much for having me in your beautiful school.  

I am very grateful that I have been able to make many special and amazing memories with so many 
beautiful people in Australia. It was not easy to come and live here without my family and I found it hard 
to speak English all the time. But you have all changed me a lot. At the moment, I feel like I am more 
Australian than Japanese. This year in Australia has been the best year ever. Everyone here means so 
much to me and I can’t thank you enough. I will miss Australia and St Columba’s and of course all of you 
too. Thank you so, so much for everything.  

Kirara Aum  

2015-2016 Exchange student from our sister school, Hokusetsu Sanda High School �
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